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Translated  by 
Defense  Language  Branch 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al 


-  V8  - 

ARAKI,  Sadoo,  et  al 

SV/ORN  DEPOSITION  (Translation) 
Deponent;  HASHIMOTO,  Kingoro 
Having  first  duly  sworn  on  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and 
in  accordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  country  I  here¬ 
by  depose  as  follows; 

1,  I  commenced  my  army  service  when  commissioned  an  artil¬ 
lery  second  lieutenant  in  Dec,  1911*  In  Aug.  1934  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  artillery  colonel  and  became  commander  of  the  second 
heavy  field  artillery  regiment  et  MISHIMA.  I  was  transferred 

to  the  reserve  list  in  Aug.  1936. 

2,  I  was  again  called  up  to  the  colors  in  Aug.  1937  and 
dispatched  to  the  north  and  to  middle  China  as  a  heavy  artil¬ 
lery  regimental  commander  till  in  Apr.’  1939  I  was  again  res¬ 
tored  to  the  reserve  list, 

3,  Except  for  the  above  two  periods  of  active  duty  I  have 
never  been  in  government  service  and  have  been  at  all  other 
times  a  simple  ordinary  civilian, 

4,  Neither  has  any  official  position,  which  I  have  occupied 
been  sufficiently  important  to  have  entitled  me  to  take  part 
in  any  planning,  preparing  or  conspiring  in  relation  to  the 
Manchurian  Incident,  the  China  Incident  or  the  Pacific  War, 
nor  did  I  as  a  matter  of  fact  participate  in  any  planning, 
preparing  or  conspiring  in  regard  to  these  incidents  or  war. 

5,  I  have  never  been  on  friendly  terms  with  any  of  the  de¬ 
fendants.  As  a  natter  of  fact,  at  the  time  of  the  ao-c'ellod 
October  Incident  I  was  severely  reprimanded  by  Lt.  Gen.  ARAKI 
end  confined  by  order  of  War  Minister  MINAMI. 
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6.  My  publications  "Mossogos  to  Young  Men**,  "The  Inevita¬ 
bility  of  Renovation",  "The  Road  to  the  Reconstruction  of  the 
V/orld",  "The  Second  Creation"  and  essays  which  appeared  in  the 
magazine  "Talyo  Dai-Nlppon"  wore  all  written  and  published  when 
I  was  an  ordinary  civilian.  In  those  publications  and  essays 
were  described  only  my  personal  opinions  as  an  ordinary  civi¬ 
lian  and  they  did  not  represent  any  plan  or  conspiracy  worked 
out  in  cooperation  with  any  other  party. 

7.  While  a  civilian  I  made  some  public  speeches,  but  these 
conveyed  only  my  personal  convictions  arrived  at  independently 
and  not  through  any  plan  or  consplraoywlth  any  other  persons. 

8.  In  Sept.  1927,  I  was  appointed  Military  Attache  to  the 
Japanese  Embassy  In  Turkey  and  served  there  till  Jan.  1930. 
During  that  period  -  on  15  Nov.  1929  -  I  sent  to  deputy  chief 
of  staff  OKAl-IOTO,  Reniohiro  a  report  bearing  the  title  of 
"Situation  in  the  Caucasus  and  its  Strategic  Utilization". 

This  report  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  performance  of  a 
military  attache’s  routine  duty.  In  this  report  the  phrases 
"Subject  to  change,  of  course,  with  the^oxisting  world  situa- 
tlo/i"  and  "in  case  trouble  should  arise  between  Russia  and 
Japan"  appear.  These  phrases  should  be  interpreted  to  moan 
that  "our  attitude  has  to  be  altered  in  accordance  with  changes 
in  international  relations"  and  "if.  unfortunately,  a  war 
should  brook  out  between  Japan  and  Russia". 

It  is  obvious  not  only  from  this  report,  but  from  an  ex- 
omlnotlon  of  any  and  all  other  evidence  that  I  have  never 
plotted,  prepared  or  conspired  with  others  to  wage  an  aggres¬ 
sive  war  against  Russia.  , 

9  In  Oct.  1930  I  inaugurated  with  a  view  to  national  reform 

a  study  and  discussion  group  called  "Sukurakoi"  or  the  "Cherry- 
Blossom  Society"  whose  members  consisted  of  officers  under  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
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"Sakurakal"  or  tha  "Cherry  Bloaooa  Society"  waa  not  a 
aacrat  aoolaty.  had  no  reeulatlona  and  no  faaa  ware  oharged. 

The  aoolaty  had  no  connection  with  the  Kwantung  Army  or  Ita 

• 

Officers  a 

Dlacuaslona  were  not  held  relative  to  the  Manchurian  Pro¬ 
blem  nor  did  the  aoclety  have  any  connection  with  the  Manchurian 


Incident 


a  cabinet  heeded  by  uoi 
national  reform,  but  tl 
General’s  disapproval. 

The  Incident  was 
12.  I  thought  up  the  ao-oalled 
to  bring  about  a 
the  purpose  of  n 
on  the  contrary, 

of  War  tllnister  MINAMI  I  was  err 
After  25  days  heavy  confinement,  I  waa 
tlon  of  p  regimental  officer 
oidont  had  no  connection  whatsoever  with 
dent.  It  was  first  thought  out 
with  Captain  CHO,  Isamu  in  tho 

aame  year,  after  ho  returned  to  Tokyo  from  Peking 
meterlelUed.  No  clvlllana  joined  the  October  Incident. 

_  _ J  ..tna  T"*!  luted  in  any  way  to  this,  incident. 


not  linkod  with  the  Manchurian  Incident. 

October  Incident  in  Oct.  1931 

cabinet  heeded  by  Lieut,  General  ARAKI  for 

m  and  urged  him  to  accept.  But, 
d  me  and  at  the  order 
y  the  Military  Police, 
relegated  to  the  posi- 
of  the  Himejl  Regiment.  This  in- 
the  Manchurian  Inoi- 
in  the  course  of  a  conversation 
beginning  of  October  of  the 

It  never 
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The  pcrty  was  supported  by  1  yon  per  capita  entrance  foe 
and  1  yen  per  capita  annual  aomborship  fee  paid  in  by  a  little 
less  then  20,000  reombors.  It  was  never  subsidized  by  the  ariny 
or  from  any  other  quarter.  It  did  not  aim  at  aggressive  war. 

20.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  said  party  in  October  1940, 

I  established  the  Groat  Japan  Loyalty  Society  (DAI-NIPPON 

SEKISSI-KAI) ,  consisting  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  former. 

No  soldiers  on  active  duty  nor  any  distinguished  personages  wore 

among  its  members.  This  society  wos  maintained  by  about  5,000 

members'  entrance  fees  at  2  yen  per  oopita  and  tn  onnunl  mom* 

bership  foe  of  1  yen  per  cepito  end  wos  not  subsidized 

by  the  army  or  from  any  other  quarter.  This  society  did  not  aim 

at  aggressive  wor.  It  was  dissolved  in  September  1944* 

21.  "TAIYO  DAI-NIPPON'»  was  tho  official  publication  of  the 
Great  Japan  Youth  Forty  end  then  of  the  Great  Japan  Loyalty  So¬ 
ciety  after  the  former's  dissolution.  Its  circulation  was  limi¬ 
ted  to  its  members. 

22.  In  the  fall  of  1940,  I  wos  appointed  a  director  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  iiule  Assistance  Associotion  (IRAA),  formed  by  KONOYB,' 
Fumimoro,  from  which  I  resignud  in  Februory  1941*  The  said  as¬ 
sociation's  object  wos  the  practice  of  tho  "Way  of  the  Subjoct". 

'It  was  not  a  body  which  wos  formed  with  aggressive  wor  as  its 
aim  nor  did  it  work  toword  such  on  end. 

23.  In  Septumbur  1944,  I  was  appointed  headquarters  director 

of  tho  Imperial  Kule  Assistenoe  iidult  Association  which  was  o  part 
of  the  IRAA,  but  I  resigned  in  February  1945*  After  Joining  this 
ossooiation  my  only  work  was  the  barley  crop  inoreoso  oampuign. 

The  association  wos  not  o  body  which  wos  formed  with  eegressivo 
wor  as  its  aim  nor  did  it  work  tov/ord  such  on  end. 

On  this_5.  day  of  Soptomber.  1947* 

At  the  Inteinotionol  Military  Tribunol  for  the  For  East, 
Ichigcya,  Tokyo. 


DEPONENT  /a/  IIA3HIM0T0.  Kin»:oro  (Seel) 
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,  HAYASKI.  Itsuro  hereby  certify  thet  the  above  stotement 
wt.a  sworn  by  the  deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness* 


On  the  some  dote, 


ot  the  sono  piece. 


V.itness;  /s/  HAYASIII.  Itsuro  (seal) 


OATH 


In  ficcordance  with  my  oonsoience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  ond  oddlng  nothing. 


/s/  HASHIMOTO.  Klnr-oro  (aeol) 
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